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ful consequences of them, to be chargeable on God.—
" Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted
of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, nei-
ther tempteth he any man7:" " The Lord is not
willing that any should perish8." And in other
passages, where the idea is repelled as injurious to
his character : " Have I any pleasure at all that the
wicked should die ? saith the Lord God: and not
that he should return from his ways, and live9?"
" For I have no pleasure in the death of him that
dieth, saith the Lord God1." Indeed, almost every
page of the word of God contains some warning or
invitation to sinners; and all these, to a considerate
mind, must be unquestionable proofs of our present
position.
It has been the more necessary not to leave unno-
ticed the objection which we have been now refuting,
because, where not admitted to such an unqualified
extent as altogether to take away the moral respon-
sibility of man, and when not avowed in the daring
language in which it has been above stated, it may
frequently be observed to exist in an inferior degree :
and often, when not distinctly formed into shape, it
lurks in secret, diffusing a general cloud of doubt
or unbelief; or lowering our standard of right, or
whispering fallacious comfort, and producing a ruin-
ous tranquillity. It is of the utmost importance to
remark, that though the Holy Scriptures so clearly
state the natural corruption and weakness of man,
yet they never, in the remotest degree, countenance,
but throughout directly oppose, the supposition to
which we are often too forward to listen, that our
natural corruption and weakness may be admitted as
lowering the demands of Divine justice, and in some
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